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alternative approach to the measurement of marine terminal productivity was developed during the course of this study (see Table 1). (The proposed profile of productivity measures is described in detail subsequently in the workshop report "Measures of Marine Container Terminal Productivity" [in this volume].)
Productivity is commonly measured in monetary terms, since management often views increases in productivity as a means to increase profits. Within a given terminal such measures do have considerable relevance. However, different terminals may well be in different labor markets, use different currencies, and be subject to different physical and environmental constraints. Thus, it is not clear that such monetary measures of productivity are either meaningful or useful when comparing different marine terminals. As a result, the profile of productivity measures developed by the committee involves physical quantities such as man-hours and crane moves. In this way it is hoped that meaningful comparisons can be made among terminals both here in the United States and abroad.
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